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Other Recommendations: 
• Disconnect the electric garage door opener when 
leaving home for an extended period of time. 
 
• Engrave valuables with identification so they are 
less likely to be accepted by pawn shops and so 
Police can identify that it is your property. 
 

DO THIS ACTIVITY: 
Take your entire family and 
stand in front of your home 
and pretend you are thieves! 

 
Do you see places you can hide from passing 

police cars?  
 

Do you see areas that would be easy for you to 
access to break in?  

 
Test your home; check the doors, the garage 
door, the gates and the windows...are they 

open, unlocked or easy to open?  
Be sure to test any doors or windows on the 

sides of your house too! 
 

Do you see nice things through your windows 
that would entice a thief to want to break in?  

 
Are there areas that are dark and would be less 

attractive to a thief if the area was lit up? 
 

Send one family member to walk along the 
front of the house and see if they are easily 
visible? If not, make some safety changes. 

 

If you want it, can hide behind it  
or you can see it or open it,  

so can a thief!!! 

 You are the best defender of your 
own home and your personal        
property. If you learn how to       

protect your home, your vehicle and 
your personal property you can   
deter thieves and burglars from 
making you a victim of  crime!!! 

 

It is easier to protect your  
property than to recover it  
after it has been stolen!!! 



How Aware Are You?  
 
• Do you know if any burglaries or acts of 
vandalism have occurred in your neighborhood 
recently? 
 

• Do you know and look out for your neighbors?  
Do they look out for you? 
 

• Is your shrubbery trimmed so it doesn’t cover 
any doors or windows? 
 

• Are your home’s external doors made of 
solid wood or metal? 
 

• Do they have deadbolts? 
 

• Have you properly secured all means of entry,  
including sliding glass doors, skylights, and     
basement windows? 
 

• Do you use your door and window locks, even 
when working in the yard, running an errand or just 
being in the house? 
 

• If your front door does not have a window do 
you have and use a peephole? 
 

• Do you avoid hiding keys outside the house? 
 

• Have you marked valuable property with 
numbers recommended by the police? 
 

• Do your children know not to open the door to 
strangers and not to give your address to strangers 
over the telephone? 
 

• Do you alert a neighbor when you’ll be away 
from home for more than a day? 
 

• Do you leave your garage door slightly open 
for air circulation? 
 

• Do you use timers to turn lights and radios on 
and off when you’re on vacation? 
 

• Are vacant lots in your neighborhood cleaned 
up and kept maintained by neighbors? 
 

Depending on your answers to these questions you 
should be aware of what work you need to do on your 
home and in your neighborhood. Make necessary     
adjustments to keep your home safe and your family 
secure.  

Home Security Survey 
Use this as a guide to check your home for maximum 
safety. Boxes marked “no” are  areas where you could 
make simple changes to improve your home’s security.  
 

             Exterior Doors 
  

 
Do all exterior doors have deadbolt  
locks with a 1-inch throw?      Yes  No 
 
Doors are solid hardwood  
or metal-clad?          Yes  No 
 
Doors feature wide-angle peepholes,  
with at least a 180 degree angle, at  
heights everyone can use?     Yes  No 
 
If there are glass panels in or near our  
doors, are they reinforced in some way  
so that they cannot be shattered?          Yes  No 
 
Do all exterior doors have security  
strike plates with at least four or  
more 3” screws?       Yes   No 
 
Spare keys are kept with a trusted  
neighbor, not under a doormat or  
planter, on a ledge, or in the mailbox.    Yes    No 

 
Garage and Sliding             

Door Security 

The door leading from the attached  
garage to the house is solid wood or  
metal-clad and protected with a  
quality keyed door lock and deadbolt?        Yes     No 

The overhead garage door has a 
lock so that we do not rely solely 
on the automatic door opener to 
provide security?   Yes   No 
 
Garage doors are closed when 
not in active use?   Yes   No 
 
Sliding glass doors have an anti-lift 
device or plate and an additional  
locking device?    Yes   No 
 
A dowel or a pin to secure a  
sliding glass door has been installed  
to prevent the door from being  
shoved aside or lifted off the track? Yes   No 
  
The sliding door is locked every 
night and each time you leave the 
house?     Yes   No 
 

Outdoor Security 
 

Shrubs and bushes are cut to the  
lower edge of the window, so you 
can see the window clearly?   Yes   No 
 
Trees are cut 6-7 feet off the ground,  
so no one can use them to hide behind. Yes   No 
 
Do you leave a front porch or carport  
light on all night, or use motion  
sensor lighting?    Yes   No 
 
Are gates to the backyard secured? Yes   No 
 
Is the circuit box secured?  Yes   No 
 
If you have any access to your  
attic from outside, is it secured?  Yes   No 
 
Is your address visible from the 
street during the day and at night? Yes   No 
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